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On Aug. 3 in Tegucigalpa (Honduras), delegates at the Central American Women for Peace regional
meeting denounced the negative impact of economic austerity measures applied by Central
American governments on respective poor majorities. Alba Mejia, head of the Honduran delegation,
told reporters that measures such as currency devaluation, price deregulation, tax and fee hikes
on public services, and mass dismissals of public employees push the working poor into extremes
of desperation. According to Mejia, participants were particularly concerned about price hikes on
subsistence foodstuffs. In Honduras, she added, prices on milk, meat and basic grains and other
food products had more than doubled. Mejia said, "This sharpening of the crisis has negative
repercussions in relations among family members. Parents, increasingly worried over serious
problems of adequate food, housing, health, etc., communicate less with one another and with their
children." The rising incidence of female-headed households among the poor, she added, was the
direct result of such communication breakdowns. (Basic data from AFP, 08/03/91)
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